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Called to Prayer

by  C. D. Rooks

I greet you today in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Lord, I thank you for bringing us all here together today to worship and hear the word of the Lord. I pray, Lord, may the meditations of my heart and the words of my mouth bring honor, praise and glory to the Lord God, Most High. Amen.

I want to speak to you today about prayer, and the importance of prayer. There are well over 300 references in the Bible to prayer and praying and intercession. And numerous prayers are recorded in the Scriptures.  Prayer is considered essential for believers. We are expected to spend time before the Lord, in prayer. 

So why is prayer so important? Prayer is important because God says it is important. 

We can look into the Scriptures to see what God says about prayer and praying.

Prayer is considered sacred. God dwells in the presence of prayer. Isaiah 56:7 says the 

house of the Lord . . . 

“. . . will be called a house of prayer . . .” 


We enter the very presence of God through prayer. When Solomon dedicated the 

Temple, he prayed:

“Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence 

this day”    (1Kings 8:28).

We are commanded to pray and to keep praying in all circumstances. In Ephesians Paul 

says to 

“. . . pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and petitions.” 
And this not just for ourselves but also to pray for others, to intercede on their behalf.  He continues:

“With this in mind, be alert and keep on praying for the saints”   (Eph. 6:18). 

When the people asked Samuel to pray for their sins, he said, 

“. . . far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray 

for you” (1 Sam. 12:23). 

The Scripture clearly says that not praying is a sin before the Lord.

God Himself ordered Job to pray for his accusers. God was angry with them, but He said:

“My servant Job will pray for you, and I will accept his prayer . . .” (Job 42:8). 

We have a grave responsibility to pray for those the Lord tells us to pray for.

Prayer is Godly.  Psalm 32, verse 1, says: 

“Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven / whose sins are covered.” 

Verse 6 says:   
“Let everyone who is godly pray to you / while you may be found.”
We must pray at the opportune time when the Lord tells us to, for, though we are blessed, and our transgressions forgiven, and our sins covered, we must pray to be godly. To be a godly person is to be a praying person.

Prayer comes with promises from the Lord. Jeremiah 29:11 says: 

“For I know the plans I have for you declares the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Many people know this verse, but they don’t look to the next verse. He goes on to say in verse 12: 
“Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will listen to you.”
The Word is clear.  If we want the Lord to hear us, we must pray, and if we pray, he will listen.  

In Jeremiah 42, the remnant of Israel came to Jeremiah seeking the Lord’s counsel from the man of God. In verse 3 they plead with him:

“Pray that the Lord your God will tell us where we should go and what we should do.” 

We see here that the Lord gives counsel to those that pray to Him.  The Scripture says that God will tell us what we should do -- if we will pray.

In Romans 1:9-10, Paul makes himself an example to the churches when he writes: 

“God, whom I serve with my whole heart in preaching the gospel of His son, is my witness how constantly I remember you in my prayers at all times . . .”

Here, Paul makes it clear that keeping constantly in prayer is of great importance to the Lord, for God is witness to them who keep constantly in prayer.

In Ephesians 6, he says: 

“. . . Be alert and always keep praying for all the saints. Pray also for me that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel . . .”    (Eph. 6:18b-19).  

We need to be praying for each other and for our pastoral leaders. You should ask people to pray for you, and you should pray for them.

With prayer, as with all things of God, Christ Jesus is our model. The gospels tell us that 

Christ Himself prayed continually. Even though He is the son of the Living God, He never 

presumed upon the Father, but He prayed in every circumstance. Often, He would 

withdraw to remote places and pray, sometimes all night. 

He prayed Scripture, He prayed healing, He prayed deliverance, He prayed Lazarus back from the dead.  He prayed as He traveled, He prayed in homes, He prayed in the Temple, He prayed at the Last Supper, He prayed at Gethsemane, He prayed on the cross as He died. He prayed -- always -- in all circumstances.

Praise God. I thank the Lord that He came to Earth to sacrifice himself for us, that He went 

willingly to the cross, bled, died, and on the third day rose again, and even now He sits at 

the right hand of the Father ever making intercession for the saints. 

Christ teaches us how to pray in Matthew 6:5-8. 

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. 

Then your Father who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”
Then in Matthew 6:9-13, Christ gives an example of how to pray: 

“Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.” 
(brief Phrase by Phrase discussion)

In Luke 18, He tells a parable of a woman who persisted to obtain justice from a judge in 

order to show the disciples that they should always pray and not give up.

Prayers may not be answered immediately, but we are instructed to keep praying until they are answered -- in God’s good time.

There is no substitute for prayer. Only prayer has power. Christian life lacks strength 

without prayer. If there is no prayer, there is little strength and no power.

Brothers and sisters, we need to be in prayer. We need to live it and breathe it if we want to be in the Lord’s favor.

Let me ask you some questions:

Do you want to see loved ones saved?   Pray to God, and keep praying. 

Do you have friends or family who are sick or have troubles?   Pray for them. 

Are you having problems?  Financial trouble?   Illness?   Things aren’t right?  

Talk to God.  Pray to your heavenly Father. We are his children, no matter how old we are. How long has it been since He has heard from you?

Perhaps something’s come up and you aren’t sure what to do.   Ask God.  Pray.

The message of Scripture is clear.  If you want to be close to the Lord, you need to pray, 

and to keep praying. 

How many of you today need prayer -- or know someone who needs prayer?  

 (Raise hands)

Come, the altar is open.  Let us pray. Let us bow down before the Lord, and pray. Pray as you need; pray as you are led.

Father, I pray that you will bless us now as we pray . . .

